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The Koyal Conserwatory Opera Company 


in excerpts from 


"The Barterved Bride” 


Ww 
A Comic Opera In 3 Acts 
BY FREDERIC SMETANA 
LIBRETTO BY KARL SABINA 
ENGLISH VERSION BY MARION FARQUHAR 
Pianist and Conductor: Nicholas Goldschmidt 


Stage Director: Herman Geiger-Torel 
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Springtime in a little Bohemian village at the turn of the 
century. A gay young crowd is dancing and making good- 
natured fun of Marie and Jenik, the young lovers. Suddenly 
the festivity is interrupted by some disconcerting news. It seems 
that Marie’s parents have agreed to give her in marriage to 
another boy. Soon we find out that Kecal, the match-maker, is 
at the bottom of it all. He has arranged Marie’s marriage to a 


rich boy. 


ACT. 


Inside the Inn we meet Vasek, the boy Marie is supposed to 
marry. He is slightly retarded in his mental development and 
hampered by a speech impediment. Marie tries to talk him out 
of the marriage without disclosing her identity. A little later 
Kecal and Jenik appear at the Inn and Kecal tries his best to talk 
Jenik out of his puppy love. He even offers him money which 
the poor farmhand Jenik could certainly use. When Jenik hears 
that Kecal is acting on behalf of one Tobias Micha’s son he 
suddenly changes his mind and to the shock of the villagers signs 
an agreement to give up Marie to Tobias Micha’s son for 800 
Crowns. 

ACT Ill 

A strolling circus is advertising its performance with some 
free samples — but unfortunately the main attraction is missing, 
the trained bear. It seems the man who performs inside the bear- 
skin has gone on a binge, and when the simpleton Vasek appears, 
he is drafted as substitute for the missing man. Meanwhile Marie 
has heard about the agreement Jenik made to sell their love for 
money and the “Bartered Bride,” hurt in her pride, agrees to 
marry Vasek. But Jenik steps forward and claims Marie for 
himself. He agreed to give her up to Micha’s son—and he him- 
self is Micha’s son by his first wife. The scheming marriage 
broker is fooled out of his match and 300 Crowns on top, and 
when Vasek appears and makes a laughing stock of himself in the 
bearskin everybody gives his blessing to Marie and Jenik, and life 
is as it was in the little Bohemian village. 
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THE LOOK OF SUCCESS 
INVITES SUCCESS. 


GOOD CLOTHES ARE A DECIDED 
HELP TO THE MAN WITH 
A GOAL IN LIFE 
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